
12th Grade Advanced Placement Literature and Composition 
Required Summer Reading 

Please be prepared with the following assignments on the second day of school. Late assignments will not be 
accepted and may result in removal from the course. Each response will be submitted to Turnitin.com during 
the first week of school. All books listed are available through the high school library.  
 
1. Read Ella Minnow Pea by Mark Dunn and complete the following:  

3 page typed response that explores one of the following topics: 

 the structure of the novel  

 the use of satire in the novel  

 the role of faith/conviction in the novel  
 
2. Read the novel Far From the Madding Crowd and complete the following:  

3 page typed response that explores one of the following topics: 

 the importance of setting in the novel  

 the heroic traits of Gabriel Oak  

 the character of Bathsheba  
 
3. Read How to Read Literature like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster and complete the following:  

2 page typed response that connects at least one of Foster’s ideas and either Ella Minnow Pea or Far From the 
Madding Crowd (or both).  
 
All responses should be well-written, organized in multiple paragraphs, original in thought and use several 
direct quotations from the texts for support (including proper citations and a works cited page). Avoid merely 
summarizing. Responses may be longer than expected, but should not fall short.  
 
The first few weeks of class will be spent discussing and writing on topics associated with these novels, so 
come to class prepared. We will use responses for class discussion and your first essay assigned in class. It is 
recommended that you retain your copies of the novels (if not purchased) until these in-class activities are 
completed.  
 
Suggested supplementary readings:  
The following books are often referenced on the AP Literature and Composition open-ended test questions, 
but you might not have the opportunity to read them in class. If you are interested in preparing for the exam 
or college, you may also want to read some of the following:  
 

The Age of Innocence – Wharton  
Anna Karenina – Tolstoy  
Antigone - Sophocles  
As I Lay Dying by Faulkner  
The Awakening – Chopin  
Bless Me, Ultima – Anaya  
Candide - Voltaire  
Catch 22 – Heller  
Catcher in the Rye – Salinger  
Ceremony - Silko  
The Color Purple – Walker  
Death of a Salesman – Miller  
Ethan Frome - Wharton  
The Glass Menagerie – Williams  
Great Expectations – Dickens  
Gulliver’s Travels– Swift  

Heart of Darkness – Conrad  
The Importance of Being Earnest – Wilde  
Invisible Man – Ellison  
Jane Eyre – Bronte  
The Jungle - Sinclair  
King Lear– Shakespeare  
Lord of the Flies – Golding  
Madame Bovary– Flaubert  
Merchant of Venice– Shakespeare  
Othello– Shakespeare  
Pride and Prejudice – Austen  
A Streetcar Named Desire – Williams  
The Sound and the Fury – Faulkner  
The Tempest– Shakespeare  
Their Eyes Were Watching God – Hurston  
Waiting For Godot – Beckett 


